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History and Timeline 
Background 
Leviathan M ine is ai abandoned open-pit sulfur mine. The mine is locaed aoproximaely 25 milessoutheast of 
L4ceTaloehigi on the eastern lope of the Serra N evade mountan range, in a remote pat on of northeastern 
Alpine County, CA arrcunded by nations forest aid private 	Tl-e apid mi ne dranage (AM D ) from Levi anal 
M ine hffi hiaorioel ly contaminates a nine-mi le aretch of the Leviathan -yait Creek ware-  led, impaoting Levia- 
than, Aspen, aid Bryait Creeks, ffiwell as the Eaa Fork Ca-son River. 	2000. the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) added the minead the impmed a-eas (the" S.Apafund 	N ationa Prior& es List (NFL) 
TI-eNPL isthe list of themoa comple<, uncontrolled haza-douswaste 	uliout the United St aes tha 
threEten public heelth aid the ervi ronment. 

hi$oriol alivitiesfrom the Leviathan M ine have 
creete:1 AM D , impaling the arroundi ng Envi ronment. 
Sulfuric acid iscreeted when wee-  (ranwaer, siowmelt 
old eloarfacewaer) interactswith rocks contaning 
sulfur-beaing minerls. Tl-ereeulting highly aoidic 
wets,-  moves into the arroundi ng environment, %di as 
theg-oundwae-, ar-faoewaer aid soil, aid ma/ have 
hamful effects on humans alimlsaid plaits 

Althout along-tam clesnup plan 
ha,not been developei eerly deenup 
alivitiesae being conducted to 
reduc-t he diszha-ge et untreeted 
AM. In themid-1980s the 
Pollution Abatement Project begen 
whirl included re-gating the lte, 
buildii t evaporation ponds, a-id 
chainell i thecreek. I nterim treatment 
ejaa-nshaiegealy improved thewaer 
qul y of t he Leviahal-Bryn:lt Credo 
\WL-1 

Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) 

When highly acidic water that 
is rich in metals moves (or 
drains) out of a mined area into 

the environment 
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Timeline for the Leviathan Mine Superfund Site 
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EPA ark 	Pc  
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RI/FS Schedule 

Proposed Plan** 

Public Meeting** 

Record of Decision** Remedial Design** 
219,856 

107,480,000 

Water Treated 

Aluminum Removed 

Arsenic Removed 

Iron Removed 

Nickel Removed 

107,0i 0, ► 0 	45,152,000 

405, 3' 	448,943 

592,284 	812,140 

5,740 i 	6,771 

Gallons 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

RWQCB — California Regional Quality Control Board 
USGS — United States Geological Survey 
ARC — Atlantic Richfield Company 
EPA — United States Environmental Protection Agency 
RI/FS — Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 

**Proposed Schedule 

Overall Schedule 
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